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Football Fans Travel to World Cup Stadiums on ContiTech Air Spring Systems 

Air spring systems from the Hanover-based company are installed in the Gautrain • The new train takes visitors to the World Cup stadiums in South Africa

Hanover, June 2010. To the World Cup football stadiums with ContiTech know-how: ContiTech Air Spring Systems, Hanover, has equipped all 96 vehicles of the new Gautrain in South Africa with air spring systems. The systems ensure that the football fans have a safe and comfortable journey to the World Cup matches. The train was developed by Bombardier Transportation, the world's largest manufacturer of rail transport technology, based in Berlin.

The Gautrain is based on the ELECTROSTAR electric train from Bombardier, which has been in operation in the UK since 2002. “ContiTech air spring systems have already proven to be exceptionally reliable, ensuring problem-free operation in the ELECTROSTAR. The train boasts the highest reliability rate in the entire country,” says Friedrich Hoppmann, head of ContiTech’s Railway Engineering segment. In the meantime, more than 1,600 ELECTROSTAR vehicles are on the rails in the UK. 

The new Gautrain is a key means of transportation in South Africa: the rail network was inaugurated on June 8, just in time to get football fans from all nations to the stadiums for the football World Cup. The new train, which reaches a top speed of 160 kilometers per hour, was named after the Gauteng province, which includes the cities of Johannesburg and Pretoria. The track stretches from Johannesburg via Sandton to Pretoria (Tshwane) and Johannesburg’s international airport. The route also passes through a new tunnel near Johannesburg that is a good 15 kilometers long.

Caption Gautrain.jpg

ContiTech equipped the World Cup Gautrain with air spring systems.

Photo: Bombardier

ELECTROSTAR is a trademark of Bombardier Inc. or its subsidiaries.

With sales of approximately €20 billion in 2009 Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, Continental contributes enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently employs approximately 138,000 in 46 countries. 
The ContiTech division holds a global market leadership position for many non-tire rubber products and is a specialist in plastics technology in the non-tire rubber sector. The division develops and produces functional parts, components and systems for the automotive industry and other important industries. The division has a workforce of approximately 22,000 employees. In 2009, it achieved sales of approximately €2.4 billion.
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