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CONTINENTAL LAUNCHES WHOLE LIFE COST PROGRAMME
Fork lift fleet operators and industrial tyre dealers joined Continental Tyres at an important occasion in Crewe this month. The event covered the whole life costs of industrial tyres, a crucial subject to any company running fork lifts in the industry. 
60 guests visited Crewe Hall in Cheshire to learn more about Continental’s whole life cost programme. The event covered tyre cost factors such as purchase price and service life as well as non tyre cost factors such as fuel consumption and vehicle downtime and how they fit into the whole life cost picture. Continental’s tyre experts also stressed the importance of choosing the right tyre for the right application to get the maximum whole life cost return. 
Visitors to the event were able to experience firsthand the new whole life cost tool.  The unique interactive programme uses customer-specific information to work out the cost-saving potential of Continental tyres versus competitor products.  The calculator takes into account the pence per hour and fuel consumption of every fork lift or industrial vehicle in the fleet to give an overall result.  
Carolin Koehn, product manager for Continental Industrial Tyres UK and Ireland, said; “Getting the most out of your tyres involves considering a multitude of factors, not just the up front cost of a tyre.  Our whole life cost tool will be invaluable to both our sales managers and our customers as it shows the difference the whole life cost approach can make to your business. It is a powerful tool as it shows the real savings you can make to your fleet, not just an average value.”
The event was also a great occasion to show hands on how the innovative CSEasy tyre works, with customers able to test their skills in removing and remounting the CSEasy using its simple adapter and a torque wrench.  
Continental created a new booklet for the event which thoroughly explains the whole life cost programme. For more information about the whole life cost tool or a copy of the whole life cost booklet, visit the new website www.continental-industrial-tyres.co.uk or contact Continental directly on marketing.uk@conti.de. 


Notes to editors:
For more information, contact Laura Hardy on 01895 424321 or laura.hardy@conti.de.

About Continental: 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Continental Tyres in the UK and Ireland is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Continental Corporation. Continental is the only tyre manufacturer to supply a comprehensive range of industrial tyres, making it the No. 1 in Germany and Europe, and one of the top three worldwide. The CSEasy, the first solid tyre fitted without the need for a mounting press, won the FLTA Design Achievement Award 2008. For more information, visit www.continental-industrial-tyres.co.uk. 
With sales exceeding €24 billion in 2008, the Continental Corporation is one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of tyres, brake systems, systems and components for the powertrain and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics and technical elastomers, the corporation contributes towards enhanced driving safety and protection of the global climate. The corporation employs approximately 133,000 people at nearly 190 locations in 35 countries.
For further information about the corporation, visit www.conti-online.com. 
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