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Press Release


Continental Japan Strengthens its Organization 
With its newly integrated location, Continental provides further value to Japanese car manufactures 
Yokohama, June 10, 2008. Continental has been continuously strengthening its organization in Japan over the past years. A major milestone was the opening of the Continental Engineering Centre (CEC) in 2007. Today the company announced that a further milestone has been successfully accomplished - the move of Continental Automotive Japan K.K., former Siemens VDO Automotive K.K., to the Continental head office in Yokohama.  

This move enables Continental to provide even more value to the market. With the opening of CEC Yokohama, the first full-scale integrated engineering centre in Asia, last August, Continental aims to fortify its customer-oriented spirit. The company announced to establish an effective structure with 500 engineers by 2010. "As early as today", says Dietmar Siemssen, President of Continental Japan, "we have nearly achieved this goal with the drastic increase of well-experienced engineers. We do not stop the momentum and are in preparation of the next-phase, a new manpower plan for further growth with our customers."

All Automotive Divisions in Japan are now united under one roof: "Chassis & Safety" led by Dietmar Siemssen, "Powertrain" led by Peter Rosinski and "Interior" led by Ken'ichi Fujita. With its newly integrated location, Continental aims to shorten decision-making processes and response time. 

Dietmar Siemssen emphasises "the concentration of our resources in one location will enable us to further enhance customer focus and to increase efficiency throughout the company. We significantly strengthened our organization and are aiming for further global growth together with our Japanese customers. Continental achieved record-high performance in year 2007: 16.6 billion Euro in sales and 1.6758 billion euro in EBIT. I am very confident that Japan will make an even greater contribution to the performance in year 2008." 
＃　　　＃　　　＃
With targeted annual sales of more than €26.4 billion for 2008, the Continental Corporation is one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for the powertrain and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, the corporation contributes towards enhanced driving safety and protection of the global climate. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Today, the corporation employs approximately 150,000 people at nearly 200 locations in 36 countries.
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