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Press Release
CeBIT 2010: eCall Set to Become Integral Part of Infotainment Systems
A leader in the development of innovative infotainment and telematics systems, Continental sees itself ideally placed to put lifesaving eCall technology in all vehicle classes in the upcoming years.

Hanover/Germany, March 4, 2010. At CeBIT 2010, eCall – in-vehicle automatic emergency alert systems – will again be a key topic in the telematics hall. Continental, the international automotive supplier, will be presenting its new Google Android-based AutoLinQ infotainment system at the Deutsche Telekom booth. Applications developed for the Android platform have met with considerable success and Continental and Telekom are now paving the way for their use in future vehicles. By equipping cars with a permanent mobile radio connection, automakers are, at the same time, giving themselves the option of adding a number of new features to the infotainment system, including an automatically triggered SOS function. The automatic eCall emergency vehicle alert system could thus quickly find its way into all vehicle classes. 

In this product combination, the multimedia system is upgraded to encompass a manual emergency call function and linked to the in-car safety system to automatically trigger an emergency alert. Upon deployment of a vehicle’s airbags in the event of a serious accident, the closest appropriately equipped public-safety answering point (PSAP) would automatically be alerted and informed of the vehicle’s exact location. Seconds and minutes that might prove invaluable in rescuing injured passengers would thus be electronically gained.

Cars would be delivered to customers with factory-installed eCall systems, ensuring that the emergency alert system will actually function as intended in the event of a serious accident. The new technology will be ready for volume production by 2012, provided carmakers are interested.
With sales of approximately €20 billion in 2009 Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, Continental contributes enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently employs approximately 134,500 in 46 countries.
The Automotive Group with its three divisions Chassis & Safety (sales of approximately €4.4 billion in 2009, 27,000 employees), Powertrain (sales of approximately €3.4 billion in 2009, 24,000 employees) and Interior (sales of approximately €4.4 billion in 2009, 27,000 employees) achieved sales of approximately €12 billion in 2009. The Automotive Group is present in more than 130 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which cars provide individual mobility and driving pleasure consistent with driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency. 

The Chassis & Safety Division develops and produces electronic and hydraulic brake and chassis control systems, sensors, driver assistance systems, air bag control systems, washer systems and electronic air suspension systems. Its core competence is the integration of active and passive driving safety into ContiGuard®. The Powertrain Division integrates innovative and efficient system solutions for vehicle powertrains. The comprehensive range of products includes gasoline and diesel injection systems, engine management, transmission control, including sensors and actuators, as well as fuel-supply systems and components and systems for hybrid and electric drives. Information management is at the very heart of the Interior Division, which provides a range of products that includes instrument clusters and multifunctional displays, control units, electronic car-entry systems, tire-monitoring systems, radios, multimedia and navigation systems, climate control systems, telematics solutions and cockpit modules and systems.
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